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JOYFUL CHRISTMAS

Please enjoy our Christmas edition of the Grapevine, 
2021.

We have learned this season that God is singing. We 
can hear the joy and peace that comes through song 
if we stop to listen. Even if we feel lonely or shut in, 
somehow the door is open just a crack and the music is 
heard.

We delight in the Sunday school children’s writing and 
drawing. Thanks to all of you! Thank you to John & 
Velma Braun for sharing their Charleswood Menno-
nite church Christmas memories. Thanks also to our 
pastors, Jeff Friesen and Lisa Enns for their greetings. 

When I think of Advent at Charleswood Mennonite, 
I think of the marvelous Christmas Eve concerts we 
have enjoyed under the capable direction of Bob & 
Verna Wiebe. Many thanks to the Wiebe family, others 
giving direction, and many other participants. We can 
truly say, “I hear music in the air…there must be a God 
somewhere.” Indeed, Emmanuel is with us. 

On behalf of your Grapevine newsletter committee, 
wishing you a "Joyful Christmas to all and to all a  
Happy New Year.”

Wendy Dueck, Pat Turenne & Joel Rempel

CHARLESWOOD CHRISTMASES
John & Velma Braun

Christmas is a time of travelling.  One thing that struck 
me about Charleswood MC in the mid 1990s, when we 
became members, was the fact that so many children 
and grandchildren from far and wide would come to 
gather with their families in Winnipeg. At that time, 
our children were young and were still living with us. 
Year after year over the next decades, I came to expect 
to meet many acquaintances from far and wide on 
Christmas Eve. It was exciting to see people who had 
grown up here as children, come back on Christmas 
Eve as adults. There was always excitement in the air 
and the expectation of reconnecting with many.   
 

The time came when our children also moved away, 
each to their own place, Ottawa, Toronto, and even as 
far as South Africa. It was not always possible for our 
family to be together on Christmas Eve. One Christmas 
Eve, Velma and I were hurrying to get ready to go to the 
service when the doorbell rang. I was certain that it was 
Bob Wiebe coming to pick up the key for the church. I 
opened the door and there stood our children, John and 
his partner Shayna. They had surprised us and flown 
from Ottawa to Winnipeg unannounced.  What joy! We 
were touched that they would give us this surprise.

Over the years I noticed that the young adults who 
would return on Christmas Eve liked the old familiar 
Advent and Christmas songs. After the service there 
was lingering in the foyer and more visiting. Usually, 
in our family I was accused of being the last one out 
of church, but on Christmas Eve everyone wanted to 
linger in the foyer. 

When we moved to Winnipeg we had a dog, Buster, 
who one year surprised us with his ability to tear open 
packages. Our family had received a small gift on 
Christmas Eve which we left wrapped, under the tree.  
When we all got home from the Christmas Eve service, 
Buster had opened the package and eaten half the box 
of brandy-filled chocolates. We first noticed his alco-
hol breath before discovering the mess under the tree.  
Happy Dog! 

Velma and I have had many wonderful Christmas 
seasons at Charleswood Mennonite. Thanks to many of 
you who have contributed to making the Christmases 
past both meaningful and joy filled

THE GIFTS OF CO-PASTORING
Lisa Enns and Jeff Friesen

As 2021 comes to an end, we have found ourselves 
reflecting on how this new model of co-pastoring at 
CMC has taken shape this past year. We (Jeff and Lisa) 
have had a full year to get to know one another as your 
pastors, to sort through our particular styles, to navi-
gate work logistics and our relationship as colleagues, 
to identify gaps, to bring Lisa on board as a new pastor 
at CMC, to figure out how to share responsibility and 
sometimes simply, to just decide “So, who’s going to do 
this?” We recently watched a webinar on co-pastoring, 
along with our church Chair and Vice-chair, and a lot 



of great discussion was had about how to develop an 
effective team, as well as identifying many of the bene-
fits of the co-pastor model.

As a result of these discussions, we decided that we 
wanted to share with you what gifts of “co-pastoring 
as Jeff and Lisa” have become evident to us in this first 
year of serving you within this model. Hopefully, you 
are also able to reflect on how you have seen us grow as 
a “team of two”, but here is our brief glimpse:

• we enjoy a fluid “back and forth” with respect to 
sharing responsibilities, each one being ready to 
take on a task if the other isn’t available. This mu-
tual sharing means that both are equipped to carry 
forward many of the tasks of CMC’s ministries, 
while still maintaining uniqueness in our gifted-
ness and strengths;

• our different preaching and worship styles make 
it a rich experience to share the responsibility of 
these areas. We come at things from different an-
gles, which keeps things from getting stale;

• we are both stretched to move into areas that we 
wouldn’t otherwise focus on — eg. Lisa being 
pulled into youth involvements at times, Jeff taking 
leadership in pastoral care with members across 
the generations;

• there is a deep sense of satisfaction in observing 
the level of trust and respect that has already grown 
between us, an attention to supporting one anoth-
er, to respecting each other’s opinions and expe-
rience, even when they differ. Simply put, we get 
along very well;

• our working relationship is nurtured in our Tues-
day morning meetings when we collaborate, check 
in about our family lives, vision together, and laugh 
about some silly things — often, Jeff ’s obsession for 
music or his tendency to leave dirty dishes behind 
him for someone else to wash, or Lisa’s stories 
about hanging upside down at home, or the gentle 
encouragement she sometimes needs to wrap up 
conversations a bit quicker, come up in our banter-
ing, made more so if Anita is involved

We worship a God who is revealed through mutual 
trust-filled relationships. Working as Co-Pastors for 
CMC this past year has allowed us to better serve you 
in ways rooted in this mutual sharing encountered in 
the Triune God. It is our hope that this model contin-
ues to nourish our congregation for years to come. We 
laugh together, organize together, and serve together 
such that we may better provide the care, support, and 
encouragement needed to build faithful and love-filled 
kinship networks throughout our congregation    

Wendy asked some of the kids in Sunday School what 
they liked best about Christmas. Here is a collection fhe 
responses, complete with some original artwork.







ADVENT GREETINGS FROM WINDSOR
Karen & Titus Guenther

Peace is not the product of terror or fear.
Peace is not the silence of cemeteries.
Peace is not the silent result of violent repression.

Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the 
good of all.
Peace is dynamism.
Peace is generosity.
It is right and it is duty.

Oscar Romero, 1917-1980
Archbishop of San Salvador
Printed on a card by Project Ploughshares

We wanted to share this profound message of Peace 
as we anticipate the birth of the Prince of Peace. We 
hope you are doing well. We are following various 
Charleswood Church (and CMU) events at a distance, 
and have noted with pride how some young members 
especially, are active in advocacy on critical issues that 
face all of us: climate change, inequity, police brutality, 
housing, etc.

We are settling in to this community and like our 
place, but it is certainly a lot of work to move to an-
other province. One needs new everything: driver's 
license, health card, insurance, bank accounts, pieces 
of furniture we needed to replace, etc. 

We are enjoying seeing at least our one daughter and 
family any old time. They are all very busy in school, 
the parents as teachers and the kids in grades six and 
ten. A number of schools have had COVID cases, so 
we just hope for the best. Saskatoon is faring similarly. 

We are so glad that Simon (eight) and Lukas (elev-
en) have appointments for their first COVID vacci-
nation. Our fifteen-year-old granddaughter, Ana, is 
happy to be in school again. She has discovered she 
likes baseball and also loves her trumpet. Lukas has 
yet to discover his passion, since video games doesn’t 
really count. Although we are close to this family we 
do feel rather keenly the distance from Susanne and 
family who we will only see in February, since Susie is 
busy with pastoral duties over Christmas and is again 
teaching a course at Thomas More College, U. of S. in 
January. 

My nephew Thomas and family from Waterloo came 
here for Thanksgiving, and we hope to get together in 
January with them and my niece Christina and family 
who live in Toronto. They have lost both their parents, 
so keeping in contact is something we need to pay 
attention to. 

We (along with our children) have been attending 
Windsor Mennonite Fellowship, a small rather diverse 
group of 20-30 people, some of whom are immigrants 
from a while back (China, Mexico, Iraq), others are 
of Presbyterian, Catholic, Pentecostal and Plymouth 
Brethren background and so on. Our pastor, Rielly 
McLaren (a self-confessed Neo-Anabaptist) is halftime 
prison chaplain and halftime in our Fellowship. He’s 
young, dynamic and quite unconventional. One eve-
ning he invited the two of us out for dinner to a place 
in old historic Windsor called Walkerville, named 
after the Walker whiskey brewery in the area. We had 
a great conversation and were gently roped into "tell-
ing our story" at the end of September. A few Sundays 
ago, Charlene Charette from a family of RS survivors 
presented to us her family's collective trauma expe-
rience (Her sharing made it rather starkly real!). The 
services are a good mix of liturgical and informal with 
discussion interspersed. Also, the resources in Voices 
Together are put to good use.

May you experience joy, reconciliation and peace in 
the New Year.
With all good wishes,
Karen & Titus Guenther



GREETINGS FROM TORONTO
Po & Rosanna Kwan

Hello Charleswood Mennonite Church families and 
friends,

Greetings!

Time flies! We moved to Toronto two and half years 
ago and we are getting quite settled in the big city. We 
live in a multi-cultural and friendly neighbourhood. 
Our next-door neighbours are from Guyana and we 
have a great friendship. They have helped us by trim-
ming our trees, digging holes for new plants, and 
leveling our stone patio.

In Toronto, public transportation is very convenient 
but parking is more of a challenge. So we often walk 
or take public transit. Since we seldom use our vehicle, 
we only need to fill half a tank of gas once every two 
months.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we did not travel out of 
Ontario for the last two summers. Thankfully, we are 
on a corner lot and our side yard is facing south with a 
lot of sunshine. Rosanna busied herself gardening and 
Po built a few plant boxes. We received lots of encour-
aging comments from the neighbours walking by, and 
made a number of friends.

With the weather getting colder, Rosanna can concen-
trate more on her painting and drawing. Po is learning 
Japanese every day and hopes that it will be handy 
when we get to visit Japan, to meet our Japanese in-
laws when Covid-19 is over.

We have family gatherings about once a month to 
celebrate festivals, birthdays, and anniversaries. Usual-
ly, it is a potluck. Our kids are doing better than their 
parents, as Po and Rosanna never brought food to 
contribute to a potluck in their parents’ place.

In 2020, two of our kids got married. Both weddings 
were celebrated in a simple manner, to our relief.

We have our first grandchild this year. Ethan is about 
six months old. We babysit once a week so that our 
daughter-in-law can go for appointments. We both 
enjoy him very much, though he seems to have a pref-
erence for Po.

We attend North Toronto Community Church (Sal-
vation Army) which is 15 minutes walking from our 
home. We also join Bible study and prayer every Tues-
day and get to have a deeper relationship with some of 
the members. With Covid-19 going on, we are mostly 
on Zoom or YouTube. We sometimes volunteer at the 
Salvation Army Food Bank. With Christmas coming, 
we also participate in the Kettle Campaign. While on 
duty, we meet a lot of thankful people who appreciate 
the services provided by the Salvation Army.

We are grateful for our years with Charleswood Men-
nonite Church and think of our church family often.

Wishing you an enriching Christmas, and a 2022 with 
hope and strength,
Po and Rosanna

GREETINGS FROM NOVA SCOTIA
Hippolyto Tshimanga and  
Miriam Maenhout-Tshimanga

I (Wendy) connected by telephone with Hippo and 
Miriam Tshimanga from Centreville, N.S., where they 
moved two and a half years ago. Emmanuel is at Aca-
dia University in first year, studying sciences. Joshua 
is now in high school. Both boys are doing well.  They 
send warm Christmas greetings to their friends at 
Charleswood.

Children's Story  Photo: Peter Rempel



FROM LINDA CLAASSEN AND THE CMC LIBRARY

We've received a box of books that are catalogued and will be part of our CMC Library in the New Year. If you're 
interested in one of the following titles, stop by the library and take a look. 

Fiction:  
Katarina: Mennonite Girl from Russia / Eleanor Hildebrand Chornoboy
When War Came to Kleindarp (and More Kleindarp Stories) / Al Reimer
The Peony Season: Short Fiction / Sarah Klassen

Poetry:  
A Curious Beatitude / Sarah Klassen
Words for Silence / Jean Janzen
Snake in the Parsonage / Jean Janzen
Eigenheim / Joanne Epp

Devotional Materials: 
Vision: The Life and Music of Hildegard von Bingen / Jane Bobko, ed.
Awed to Heaven: Rooted in Earth / Walter Brueggemann
Coyote's Morning Cry: Meditations & Dreams from a Life in Nature / Sharon Butala
Meditations with Julian of Norwich / Brendan Doyle
Mixed Blessings / Barbara Taylor Brown

Biography Section:
From Kleefeld with Love / John A Harder, ed.
Night / Elie Wiesel

Mennonite History:
Saints and Sinners: The Kleine Gemeinde in Imperial Russia 1812-1875 / Delbert F. Plett
On the Zwieback Trail: A Russian Mennonite Alphabet of Stories, Recipes and Historic Events / Lisa Weaver,  
Julie Kauffman, Judith Rempel Smucker

Practical Theology:
The God We Never Knew: Beyond Dogmatic Religion to a More Authentic Contemporary Faith / Marcus J. Borg
Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time: The Historical Jesus and the Heart of Contemporary Faith / Marcus J. Borg
The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach about Jesus's Final Days in Jerusalem / Marcus J. Borg and John 
Dominic Crossan

General Interest:
Faspa: A Snack of Mennonite Stories / Eleanor Hildebrand Chornoboy
Singing Mennonite: Low German Songs Among the Mennonites / Doreen Helen Klassen
Under the Wings of Africa / John Weier
Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy / Donald B. Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt &  
David L. Weaver-Zercher
Jacob's Wound: A Search for the Spirit of Wildness / Trevor Herriot



Send in your stories, reflections, news, etc. to Wendy 
Dueck, Pat Turenne or Joel Rempel for the next issue 
of The Grapevine

thegrapevine.cmc@gmail.com

THE FRIENDLY BEASTS

Jesus our brother, kind and good Was humbly born in a stable rude
And the friendly beasts around Him stood, Jesus our brother, kind and good.

I, said the donkey, shaggy and brown, I carried His mother up hill and down
I carried her safely to Bethlehem town. I, said the donkey, shaggy and brown.

I, said the cow all white and red, I gave Him my manger for His bed
I gave him my hay to pillow His head. I, said the cow all white and red.

I, said the sheep with curly horn, I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm
He wore my coat on Christmas morn, I said the sheep with curly horn.

I, said the dove from the rafters high, I cooed Him to sleep so he would not cry
We cooed Him to sleep, my mate and I. I said the dove from the rafters high.

Thus, every beast by some good spell, In the stable dark was glad to tell
Of the gift he gave Immanuel, Jesus our brother, kind and good. 

This song originally hails from a 12th century Latin song, attributed to Pierre de 
Corbeil. It became popular in the 17th and 18th century in Germany. This is the 
English version. 


